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Spookers Haunted Attraction is a
Tourism Industry Awards Finalist
Spookers Haunted Attraction Scream Park at Karaka, Auckland is a finalist in the 2010 Tourism Industry Awards for the category Large Visitor Attraction and Experience. This award is open to entrants from large sized visitor attractions and/or experiences, categorised as operations that have over 50,000 visitors per year.
Spookers is a live entertainment experience in which the victims move through a theatrically themed Haunted House environment populated by sets, props and live scare-actors.  As the victims walk through the experience they encounter visual, tactile and sound effects intended to scare them. Spookers outdoor attractions include the Freaky Forest, and CornEvil populated by hillbillies and other horror related characters.
Spookers was started in 2005 after 5 successful years of running the seasonal Amazing Maze 'n Maize and CornEvil on a farm in Marton. Andy and Beth Watson, along with their daughter Julia who is the Spookers General Manager, saw the potential in the nurses home of the old Kingseat Hospital for an all year round tourism attraction. 
Over 5 years Spookers has entertained and scared an average of 60,000 visitors per year. Up to 70 actors per night go through the process of makeup and costuming before finding their sets in the haunted house, disturbia, freaky forest or cornevil, and perfecting their scaring skills. Spookers actors are also in demand for off site work, TV advertisements, and TV and movie roles. 

Over the 5 years that Spookers has been open several innovative additional attractions have opened, including Terror Tours for children, which are tours through the haunted house by a themed Spookers character as their tour guide. During the last 2 years Spookers has developed their Murder Mystery nights after a growing number of corporate groups were asking for an entertainment package that was not as scary as the R16 attractions on Friday and Saturday nights. 

The Murder Mystery Dinner Theatre has filled this gap in the market, and given extra hours of employment to some of the most experienced Spookers actors.
The Murder Mystery is based on the premise of a murder in the rundown Spookyland Theme Park set in Transylvania. Creative characters such as Dinah Gruesomeway, Andy Climax, and Rigor Mortice interact with the guests to confuse the murder scene.
The refreshed 2010 Tourism Industry Awards has brought in the new theme of Innovating for Success.  The aim of the awards is to recognise success through innovation in a range of areas within tourism businesses. 

Spookers selected their Murder Mystery Dinner theatre nights to show how innovation has worked in their business. The Murder Mysteries have allowed the cast to have work outside of normal haunted attraction nights, makes additional use of the restaurant and bar, and gives customers who are too scared to experience the whole Spookers scares an opportunity to come in relative safety.

Announcement of 2010 Tourism Award winners is due in mid October.
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